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that Canada might become independent without leav-
ing the Empire or might cease to be a colony without
being annexed by its neighbours. The "notable reser-
vations" which M. Siegfried emphasized, more than
forty years ago, did not prevent him from admitting
that Canada already possessed all the benefits of
sovereignty. Now Canada is still a British nation and
the Empire has not yet disappeared, even though its
shape in 1949 differs as much from the Empire of 1914,
as Canada today differs from Canada a hundred years
ago.

The second World War has greatly affected the
relations of Great Britain with the states that only
yesterday were known as Dominions. England has
become the debtor of its former colonies, more particu-
larly of Canada, a country which some people believe
is in a fair way to becoming the centre of the Common-
wealth. It is not so very long since Britain took upon
herself, almost single-handed, the defence of the
Empire, although she was inclined to leave to the
Dominions the first care of their own defence. Today
it is the whole defence of the Commonwealth that
Britain seeks to share equally among the associated
states in agreement and collaboration with them, even
though she conceals poorly her desire to co-ordinate,
herself, the military forces of the nations of the British
bloc, in time of peace, as in war. From this it may
easily be concluded that if the Empire has taken charge
of Downing Street, as Lloyd George said, the voice of
Downing Street has not, perhaps, lost all its power;
especially since Great Britain's frontiers, inseparable
from those of the Empire, can at a moment's notice
extend to any point where peace is threatened. In